SOCIOLOGY 2040  MASTER

(Sociology of the Family)

3 CREDIT HOURS

I. INSTRUCTOR

II. TEXT:

                  The  Family: An Introduction, 10th edition

Allyn and Bacon: Boston

III. COURSE OVERVIEW: 

The sociology of the family course provides an objective coverage of the concepts regarding family, marriage, and relationships.  The objective of the course is to assist students in developing a sociological perspective in understanding marriages and families.  The course also has a focus on the principles of the scientific method and critical thinking in doing sociology.

IV. LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

By the end of the course: students will develop sociological sensibilities that will enable them to:

1. Identify and describe sociological concepts and theories about family formation, structure, function, and process.

2. Understand the diversity in family forms and structures.

3. Be familiar with the use of empirical methods in testing assumptions about family forms and functions.

4. Understand the complexity of family life and family experience as shaped by social structural factors.

5. Explain the major changes of the family in national and global environments.

6. Discuss the varied social policy changes that nations and the United States have presented for family stability.

7. Compare social science research findings with the assumptions underlying public debates about the family.

8. Understand the interrelationship between the social institution of marriage, family and other social institutions in society.

9. Distinguish family concerns that are “public issues” and those that are “personal troubles”.

V. ASSESSMENTS

The method of evaluation for the course grade is based on the student’s completion and performance of the course requirements.  Based on entrance/exit essays, chapter quizzes, chapter exercises, and major examinations the structure for grading is as follows:

Entrance Essay:  Write a short essay (about two pages) on your learning goals for the course and the importance of the family for our society..     20 points

Unit Exams ( 5 exams, 100 percentage points each)

    500 points

Unit Projects/Exercises (4 projects), 25 points per 

     100 points

Exit Essay: Write a two page essay on reaching your learning goals for the course.  In addition, discuss the future of the American family.           20 points

Final Exam






       100 points

VI. EVALUATION AND GRADING PROCEDURES:

The following is the means of calculating the course grade:

Total Points Available





740 points

A at 90% of the available points is 



666 points

B at 80% of the available points is



592 points

C at 70% of the available points is



518 points

D at 60% of the available points is 



444 points

VII. DISABILITY

If, because of a documented disability, you require assistance or reasonable accommodations to complete assigned course work (such as modification in testing, readers, special equipment, etc.) your must register with Disability Support Services and notify your instructor within the first two weeks of the semester.  Disability Support is located in the Office of Student Development and Testing (U118, 423-478-6217 or 423-472-7141).

VIII. WITHDRAWAL DATE

IX. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Cleveland State students are required, as a condition of good standing and continued enrollment, to conduct themselves properly in class.  Such proper behavior includes academic honesty, civility and respect for others and private property.  Please refer to the Student Handbook portion of the catalog for further information.

X. COMPONENTS OF THE COURSE:

The schedule and assign packet will be issued on the first day of class.

