POL 2110 -  INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN GOVERNMENT & POLITICS
Semester, Year
Three semester credit hours

 

 

INSTRUCTOR: 
OFFICE: 
TELEPHONE: 
EMAIL: 
OFFICE HOURS:  As posted and by appointment
 
REQUIRED TEXT
Cummings & Wise, Democracy Under Pressure , 9th edition, 2001.
NEWSWEEK,  the weekly news magazine 
 
OBJECTIVES
Our (yours and mine) objectives in the course are to acquaint you with the fundamentals of American government and politics and to improve your skills in evaluating and analyzing issues. As H. Ross Perot learned the hard way, the world of politics is not the same as the world of business and industry. Whereas business leadership is based on command, political leadership is based on persuasion, compromise and consent. This is the stuff of politics. Your textbook will give academic and theoretical views of the structure of government and the nature of politics. NEWSWEEK will keep us informed of current political, economic and sociocultural personalities and events.
 
COURSE OVERVIEW
Part One-American Democracy
Part Two-Politics and People
Part Three- The Policymakers
Part Four-Government in Operation
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES
You will demonstrate the ability to…
1. Recognize, describe and explain social/political institutions, structures and processes and the complexities of our diverse society.
2. Think critically about how individuals are influenced by political, geographic, economic, cultural and family institutions and explain how your own belief system may differ from others.
3. Explore the relationship between the individual and society as it affects the personal behavior, social development and quality of life of the individual, the family and the community.
4. Examine the impact of political research on major contemporary issues and our discilpine's effects on individuals and society.
 
GRADING WEIGHTS AND SCALES
3 exams @ 100 =     300

A = 90 - 100%


B = 80 - 89%
Final exam =
     150

C = 70 - 79%
D = 60 - 69%




F = below 60%
 
ATTENDANCE: It is better to be in class than not to be. Carrot: 3 extra points will be added to your final grade in the course for perfect attendance. One point is subtracted for each absence. Stick: excessive absences (more than 10% of the total class meetings) may result in a failing or lowered final grade.
 
MAKE-UPS: Do not expect them. It is not fair to the students who move heaven and earth to get their work done in a timely manner to permit others the luxury of extra time. Prior permission from me or a doctor’s certification are the only conditions under which a make-up will be considered.
 
DROP DATE: ______________________  is the last day to drop classes or to withdraw from the college. Be mindful of this.
 
DISABILITY STATEMENT: If, because of a documented disability, you require assistance or reasonable accommodations to complete assigned work (such as taking notes, readers, testing, etc.) it is your responsibility to register with Disability Support Services and notify your instructor within the first two weeks of the semester. Disability Support is  located in the Office of Student Development and Testing (U 118, 423 478-6217 or 472-7141).
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Cleveland State students are required, as a condition of good standing and continued enrollment, to conduct themselves properly in class. Such behavior includes academic honesty, civility and respect for others and private property. Please refer to the Student Handbook portion of the catalog for further information.
 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AVAILABLE: Free tutors are available in the Student Development Office. Their schedule will be posted soon after the start of each semester,
 
SUCCESS: I wish you great success in this course. I will make every effort to be an effective instructor; please see me if there is anything more I can do to help you, not just to pass, but to prevail!
