MASTER SYLLABUS

Important information is contained in this syllabus for:

ART 2420 - CLAY II

&

(ART 2421 - CLAY II STUDIO, REQUIRED FOR ART MAJORS ONLY)
(semester)

3 Credit Hours

I.
INSTRUCTOR:  

            
Office hours: 

II.
TEXT:

MAKE IT IN CLAY, by Speight & Toki, 2nd Edition, 2001.  Mayfield, Publisher. 

See ATTACHMENT #1 for a required/supplementary list of materials.

III.
COURSE OVERVIEW:  (ART 2420, M 5:30 - 8:15 p.m.; ART 2421, W 5:30 - 8:15 p.m.)

This clay course is designed to give the student studio experience with techniques, tools and materials used in design and creating aesthetic forms with emphasis on the potter's wheel as a major tool.  Emphasis further is placed on decoration, glazing and firing.  It deals with the vessel in traditional and nontraditional format.

MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS:  Completion of *required projects; completion of all reading assignments; maintenance of a sketchbook / NOTEBOOK; participation in scheduled critiques (critical analysis of work done) & discussion; Response Papers written about exhibited work on or off campus), two quizzes, mid-term and final tests; maintenance of clean studio & GOOD work habits ; and completion of CLEAN-UP ASSIGNMENTS at the end of the term (EVERYONE will get a job assignment!).

*MINIMUM STUDIO REQUIREMENTS(TO STRIVE FOR)

4 pinch pots 

 


          2-4 coil forms  
       


          2-4 slab forms 

                                               20-35 wheel forms - Strive for a MINIMUM HEIGHT of 8”  - 12” in the 






            first 5 forms

IV.
LEARNING OUTCOMES:

The student completing this course is expected to be able to:

* use basic information about clay to make a variety of forms using a variety of methods,   

  surface treatments, decorating and firing methods

* attain the basic techniques and understand the concepts which serve as the foundation for   

  work on the potter's wheel

* know how to combine wheel thrown and handbuilt forms

* address contemporary theory in art

* improve skills in critical assessment of art work

* understand what constitutes good design in clay forms

V.
ASSESSMENTS:


A "Pre-Test" is administered at the beginning of the semester to assess general knowledge of 

the subject of study, and a  "Post-Test" is administered at the end of the semester to assess the level of student achievement
Learning outcomes of visual form projects  (clay objects) will be assessed with regard to 

(1) technique (procedure and skill, technique and style appropriate to the intent of the projects), (2) consideration and understanding of the projects, (3) originality and development of the concept, and (4) presentation of the completed projects.  

Critiques (critical reviews), both individual and full in-class participation, are conducted for visual form projects and are focused on the visual elements and principles and how they work together, independently, to form coherent visual statements; critiques further enable evaluation of the students' grasp of how to control visual form for specific purposes.  

Written responses are evaluated in terms of critical analysis (recognition and discussion of important aspects of visual forms), effective use of art terminology, and original insight regarding the topics.  

Quizzes and tests further assess students' grasp of concept and vocabulary.  Unless otherwise noted, there will be a quiz over all assigned reading, and class/studio related activities after approximately 3 to 4 weeks from the beginning of classes.  There will be a test after approximately 7 to 8 weeks, another quiz at approximately 12 weeks, and a last test in the Final Exam Week.  No make-up quizzes will be given.  

VI.
EVALUATION AND GRADING PROCEDURES:

The Final Grade will be computed as follows:  A student may earn a maximum of 4 points in each of the categories listed below for a total of 28 points.

24 - 28 points = A; 19  - 23 points = B; 14 - 18 points = C; 9 - 13 points = D; below 9 points = F

See ATTACHMENT # 2 for grading standards.

Extra credit of 1 point may be earned for each visit to an on-campus "Meet-the-Artist Reception", and/or a documented visit to an art museum or gallery.

- Point Categories -


Completed clay works  


Sketchbook / Notebook / Journal  (See Attachment # 3)


Quiz Average


Test Average


Written Responses


Attendance


Class/Studio Work Ethic (See Attachment #4)

VII.
ATTENDANCE POLICY:


Attendance is required.  There is no “cut system” allowing UNDOCUMENTED absences.      

             Each absence over three may reduce the final grade by one letter grade.  If 6 or more 

             absences are accumulated, withdrawal may be advisable to avoid a grade of “F” for 

             the semester.  ABSENCE FROM THE FINAL EXAM/CRITIQUE RESULTS IN AN 

             AUTOMATIC “F”.  Excessive “tardiness” will be calculated as an absence when 

             totaling 3 late arrivals;  the same calculation will be applied to anyone leaving class 

             early without permission.  IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO CONTACT THE 

             INSTRUCTOR REGARDING ABSENCES AND LATE ARRIVALS.  Your instructor will 

             not ask YOU why you were late or absent.

VIII.
DISABILITY STATEMENT:


If, because of a documented disability, you require assistance or reasonable accommodations  

         to complete assigned course work (such as modifications in testing, readers, special

        
equipment, etc.) you must register with Disability Support Services and notify your instructor 

within the first two weeks of the semester.  Disability Support is located in the Office of Student Development & Testing (U118, 423-478-6217 or 423-472-7141).

IX.
WITHDRAWAL INFORMATION:


The last day to drop individual classes or for complete withdrawal from college is


_________________________________.
X.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Cleveland State students are required, as a condition of good standing and continued enrollment, to conduct themselves properly in class.  Such proper behavior includes academic honesty, civility and respect for others ands private property.  Please refer to the Student Handbook portion of the college catalog for further information.

XI.     
LIBRARY:  Students are required to visit the Library on a regular basis to peruse       

         
periodicals and books on art.  Periodicals are located on racks to the left and right upon 

         
entering the Library - look for Ceramics Monthly, Art in America, American Artist, etc. in the  

         
Periodical racks.  Art book are shelved in the “N” section, Oversized Book Section, 

         
Reference Section, and some are located in other areas of special topics.  Look up 

         
special topics in the Print Indexes, or ask the Research Librarian for assistance.

ATTACHMENT # 1

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS: Required Pottery Tool Kit (includes one each: 

 Small Round Sponge, Wooden Rib, Loop Trimming Tool, Double Sided Ribbon      

Trimming Tool, Heavy Duty Needle Tool, Long Wooden Modeling Knife/Tool, Cut Off Wire and Aluminum Scraper), 2 Large Kitchen Sponges, Small, Medium & Large Plastic "Kitchen" Bowls, and a variety of "large mouth" pint/quart jars with lids (plastic preferable).

The following suppliers may have the best prices and selections:

HOBBY LOBBY, 185 Stuart Rd, N.E., Cleveland (across from the Carmike 4 Theatre, in the Bradley Commons ( Food Lion Center), 

ART ACCENT, INC. 825 McCallie Ave., Chattanooga  (student discount), ART CREATIONS, 201 Frazier Ave., across from the Walnut St. Bridge  

(the pedestrian bridge),Chattanooga, or at some other supply store.  Clay and Glaze are furnished by the Art Department.  You will be required to recycle much of the clay that  you use – clay IS recyclable and is even better to use when it is…

             Special tools, special clay, and other supplies and materials must be furnished by 

students. Many clay artists delight in making their own tools to meet particular 

needs.




Other items will be announced or suggested…


YOU WILL BE ASSIGNED A SHELF on which to keep supplies and clay objects that 

              are in-progress.  You may have to take finished work home for storage because of 

 limited storage space.  DO NOT SELL OR GIVE YOUR WORK AWAY BEFORE THE END OF 

   
 THE SEMESTER!  The work is required to be at mid-term and final evaluation critiques 

 unless accurate photographs have been made of the work by your instructor, or you have 

 accurate drawings in your notebook.  
ATTACHMENT # 2

GRADING STANDARDS

FOR CLAY CLASSES

GRADING STANDARDS - The grades assigned to clay studio work are based upon object design with respect to sensitivity to utilitarian and aesthetic relationships (a “marriage” of considerations), and to technique (the procedure and skill used in forming the work).  Some objects in clay may not be created for utilitarian purposes, in which case, “function” may be purely aesthetic.  The final grade for the semester’s work may include other criteria as indicated in the syllabus. 

Since college credit is to be earned, college level work is required.  Your work will be evaluated in comparison with historical and contemporary standards as defined by artists, current scholarly research and criticism, and the grading standards applied by regional and national colleges, universities, and art schools.

A = OUTSTANDING
“A” work is excellent.  It is strong in content, and is professional-like in presentation.  It shows originality* and it demonstrates that the student carefully considered and resolved the problem in its entirety.  “A” work shows effective use of media and technique, and extraordinary
development of the concept.  It is free from errors in mechanics & technique.  The work is perceived relative to its intent.

* ORIGINALITY =  A reflection of YOUR OWN CONCEPTS AND ATTITUDES.  Technique utilized accomplished with little or NO ASSISTANCE.

B = ABOVE AVERAGE  “B” work is above average in content and presentation.  Elements and principles enable the viewer to perceive the work in a manner relative to the intent, and they are clearly evident.  It is relatively free from errors, but lacks the vigor and originality of “A” work.
C = AVERAGE  “C” work demonstrates an average or ordinary solution to the problem (no stretch of the imagination).  It is fairly well done and manages to convey its purpose.  It avoids serious error, and it is “undistinguished” in content and form.

D = PASSING  “D” work is below average in effectiveness as a solution to the problem.  It is unclear and fails to convey the stated purpose of the work to the viewer.  Serious flaws in technique and poor presentation.

F = FAILING  “F” work indicates that there is a serious misunderstanding of the problem and the effective use of the devices for the solution of the problem.  It would indicate that careful consideration of the problem lacking, or non-existent.
ATTACHMENT # 3

SKETCHBOOK / JOURNAL

· SKETCHBOOK / JOURNAL:  Every student is required to maintain a separate sketchbook for each studio course in which you draw and write.  DO NOT “double up” and put other class entries in the same sketchbook.  A sketchbook/journal serves different functions.  It is a repository for finished drawings, sketches, etc.; it is a “memory bank” for visual ideas, information, and feelings that might escape if your do not write them down.  Keeping a WRITTEN JOURNAL IS A PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT ASPECT OF A SKETCHBOOK.  Fleeting thoughts, either yours or someone else’s, can trigger new responses when seen from a later “vantage point”.  You are keeping it for yourself ! It is a personal tool.  The sketchbook also DOCUMENTS YOUR COMMITTMENT to the solution of class assignments and the learning process, in general.  USE IT DAILY!!! (It is a large grade factor.)  IN THE SKETCHBOOK YOU CAN…

· DEVELOP IDEAS TO SOLVE CLASS ASSIGNMENTS

· record new forms
· make drawings for later use
· introduce new imagery
· EXPERIMENT WITH ELEMENTS IN A WORKING COMPOSITION
· take art out of the studio into everyday life
· write quotations that appeal to you, about any subject
· record insights and observations
· analyze (inventory art objects, subject-matter, etc)
· comment on what you have seen
· note the impact that art forms have on individuals and the entire culture
· critically review other art work that you see
· attach clippings from other sources - pictures, too
· keep a personal source book of addresses for supplies
· KEEP NOTES ON ASSIGNMENTS
+ Have your work APPROVED before allowing it to begin drying - KEEP TIGHTLY COVERED W ITH PLASTIC BAGS UNTIL EVERY DETAIL IS  COMPLETELY RESOLVED AND THE WORK IS APPROVED!

*THE FOLLOWING MUST GO IN THE SKETCHBOOK/NOTEBOOK/JOURNAL:

  1.  DRAW THE OBJECT as accurately as you can and as large as it will fit 

        the 8 X 10" page .   MEASURE WITH A RULER to get a sense of        

        proportion; WRITE DOWN MEASUREMENTS of the object as soon as it      

       is finished/wet to record height, width, etc.

             2.  RECORD DRY MEASUREMENTS (AIR OR "BONE" DRY).


  3.  RECORD BISQUE MEASUREMENTS.

  4.  RECORD FINISHED (AFTER GLAZE FIRE) MEASUREMENTS.
  5.  RECORD ALL DECORATIVE APPLICATIONS INCLUDING COLORED   

       SLIPS, STAINS, GLAZES, AND ANY OTHER DECORATIVE 

       APPLICATIONS AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME (WHEN DONE).
  7.  Record your personal reaction to the final results for future reference (good, 

        not good…)
*  REMEMBER THAT THE SKETCHBOOK / JOURNAL & YOUR PORTFOLIO WILL BE DUE FOR REVIEW AT MID-TERM AND AT THE END OF THE TERM FOR GRADE/EVALUATION PURPOSES.  It is extremely important that you work regularly in the sketchbook.

ATTACHMENT # 4

WORK ETHICS, STUDIO ETIQUETTE & SAFETY


Class starts on schedule and you are expected to be in the studio for roll check at the appointed hour unless other arrangements have been made with your instructor.  CLASS ACTIVITIES AND ASSIGNMENTS ARE DISCUSSED AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS.  Late arrivals will have been counted absent until the instructor is notified before class is over.  Constant late arrivals will result in grade loss.  No one may leave class early without permission, in advance.  STUDIO TIME IS IMPORTANT WORK TIME - BE READY WHEN CLASS STARTS AND WORK UNTIL 15 MINUTES BEFORE CLASS ENDS - THEN CLEAN UP.  


Everyone enrolled has invested money and time to take college classes and no one has the right to deny the opportunity for an environment in which learning can take place.  No distracting behavior will be tolerated. 

 NO HEADPHONES OR RADIOS ARE ALLOWED;  Food and Drink are not allowed in the clay studio - it is unsafe to eat and drink around clay and glaze.   

 DO NOT INHALE DUST FROM CLAY OR GLAZE!  PURCHASE A PAPER MASK OR RESPIRATOR TO WEAR WHEN MIXING DRY INGREDIENTS OR ENGAGING IN ANY “DUSTY” ACTIVITY. 

 Place trash in proper receptacles. For the HEALTH AND SAFETY OF ALL, everyone using the studio is REQUIRED  to maintain a clean environment.  

Wipe off all surfaces with a wet sponge, including wheels, tools, etc.  DO NOT PUT THINGS AWAY DIRTY!!!  

Put away everything that you get out.  Do not leave your work out on tables without the instructor’s permission.  





 NOTES:

